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A student wrote this fact sheet about life 12,000 years ago, at the end of the last
ice age. Read the fact sheet. Then write a response to the prompt that follows.

Everyday Life at the End of the Last Ice Age

* people lived in bands of about 25 members

* lived mainly by hunting and gathering

» shared decision-making fairly equally among members in a band
» each person skilled in every type of job

» diet: small and large mammals, fish, shellfish, fruits, wild greens and
vegetables, grains, roots, and nuts

» approximately 10,000 years ago woolly mammoth became extinct
* nomadic based on time of year or movement of animal herds

* cooked meat by roasting it on a spit over a fire or by boiling it inside a piece of
leather secured by a twig

» gathered herbs

* made everything themselves: tools, homes, clothing, medicines, etc.

» worked about 2-3 hours a day getting food

» worked about 2-3 hours a day making and repairing tools and clothes

+ spent remainder of day relaxing with family and friends

* told stories, danced, sang, and played games

* owned very few possessions

* no concept of rich or poor

* communicated through art (painting and sculpture) and the spoken word
* buried their dead and had concepts of religion and an afterlife

» sometimes adorned themselves with ornaments and decorations such as
jewelry, tattoos, body painting, and elaborate hairstyles



@ What would a person from 12,000 years ago find familiar and/or different about life today? Select
relevant information from the fact sheet and use your own knowledge to write a report.

Before writing, consider
* the focus/thesis of your report
* the supporting details in your report
* the significance of the information in your report

A complete response to the prompt will include

a clear purpose/focus

coherent organization

details/elaboration

well-chosen language and a variety of sentence structures
control of conventions
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NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Everyday Life at the End of the Last Ice Age

Informational Writing (Report)

A student wrote this fact sheet about life 12,000 years ago, at the end of the last
ice age. Read the fact sheet. Then write a response to the prompt that follows.

Everyday Life at the End of the Last Ice Age

» people lived in bands of about 25 members

* lived mainly by hunting and gathering

» shared decision-making fairly equally among members in a band
» each person skilled in every type of job

» diet: small and large mammals, fish, shellfish, fruits, wild greens and
vegetables, grains, roots, and nuts

» approximately 10,000 years ago woolly mammoth became extinct
* nomadic based on time of year or movement of animal herds

* cooked meat by roasting it on a spit over a fire or by boiling it inside a piece of
leather secured by a twig

» gathered herbs

* made everything themselves: tools, homes, clothing, medicines, etc.

» worked about 2—3 hours a day getting food

» worked about 2-3 hours a day making and repairing tools and clothes

» spent remainder of day relaxing with family and friends

* told stories, danced, sang, and played games

* owned very few possessions

* no concept of rich or poor

* communicated through art (painting and sculpture) and the spoken word
* buried their dead and had concepts of religion and an afterlife

* sometimes adorned themselves with ornaments and decorations such as
jewelry, tattoos, body painting, and elaborate hairstyles
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@ What would a person from 12,000 years ago find familiar and/or different about life today? Select
relevant information from the fact sheet and use your own knowledge to write a report.

10.6.1

10.6.2

10.6 Informational Writing
Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing—Organizing and Conveying Information

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using a text structure appropriate
to focus/controlling idea or thesis (e.g., purpose, audience, context)

In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by selecting appropriate and
relevant information (excluding extraneous details) to set context

10.7.1
10.7.2

10.7.3

10.7.4

10.7.5

10.7 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing)
Organizing and Conveying Information

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by establishing a topic

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a
focus/controlling idea/thesis

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by writing with a sense of
audience, when appropriate

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by establishing an authoritative
voice

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by using precise and descriptive
language that clarifies and supports intent

10.8.1

10.8.2

10.8.3

10.8.4

10.8 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing)
Using Elaboration Strategies

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea or thesis, and excluding extraneous
information

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing,
explaining, comparing, contrasting, or using visual images to support intended purpose

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies

by addressing readers’ concerns (anticipating and addressing potential problems, mistakes, or
misunderstandings that might arise for the audience)

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
commenting on the significance of the information (in reports, throughout the piece; in procedural

or persuasive writing, as appropriate)
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10.1.1

10.1.3

10.1.4

10.1 Structures of Language
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)
Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
applying a format and text structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context

10.9.1

10.9.4

10.9.5

10.9 Writing Conventions
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules
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Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

* purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly
stated purpose focuses the writing

* intentionally organized for effect

* fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports
purpose

» distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

 consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

* well organized and coherent throughout

e details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently
elaborated

e strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance
meaning

e consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

* purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
* generally organized and coherent

e details are relevant and mostly support purpose

* well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* may have some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

e writing has a general purpose

* some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

* some relevant details support purpose

e uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence
structures

e may have some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

e attempted or vague purpose

* attempted organization; lapses in coherence

* generalized, listed, or undeveloped details

* may lack sentence control or may use language poorly

* may have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

minimal evidence of purpose

little or no organization

* random or minimal details

rudimentary or deficient use of language

* may have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with
meaning

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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* Writing has a clear purpose and focus with control of ideas throughout.
* Writing includes supporting details with sufficient elaboration.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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* Writing is organized and coherent.
* Writing includes supporting details with sufficient elaboration

10
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4

o A_ person from 12,000 years aga would find

rowy differences and some similarties when coraring
their 1Fe % qur |ife 'L*ﬁyl Thot persin wou [ specifical
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ond modemn weny S of survival, Some @,:ped: ¢f modern
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home, For the majority of their life,
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4

'H»\Ey function naach JI'PFQN.AHM The/r (Wlture (s
Much different agrvell The way § o swurvival are
oo much different;

* Writing is organized and coherent.
* Writing has some supporting details.

13
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3

people work Y0 hors a week , when 12,000
years agg, fhe jmoct the, dia wan ~ 7O hourx
a wesk.
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{’43;;/ _reaty hent fﬂrough,

* Writing has a general purpose with attempted focus.
* Writing has some supporting details.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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* Writing has limited word choice and/or control of sentence structure.
e Writing has lapses in organization or coherence, which may interfere with understanding.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1
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* Writing has minimal or random details.
* Writing has limited word choice and/or control of sentence structure.
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 0
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* Writing lacks evident purpose or focus.
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